
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
Date: 15 June 2026 

Venue: Kingswood Village Hall 

Time: 19:30 

Attendees: KRA Committee Members, local residents, local councillors and invited 
guests. 

1. Welcome 

The Chair, Caroline Neame, welcomed members and residents to the Annual General 
Meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 

2. City & Country – Former Legal & General Site Update 

Hannah Short, Senior Planning Manager at City & Country, attended the AGM to provide 
an update on the redevelopment proposals for the former Legal & General site. 

Members were advised that: 

• City & Country purchased the site in September 2025 

• A revised planning application has been submitted 

• The proposal comprises 299 homes, including 122 retirement/later living apartments 
and 177 open market homes 

• The scheme includes refurbishment of the existing leisure facilities and a proposed 
private members’ sports club 

• Public open space, landscaping and public rights of way will be retained 

The planning application is currently under consideration by Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council, with a decision anticipated during August 2026. 

If approved, construction is expected to commence during 2027, with first occupations 
anticipated in 2028. 

Residents raised a number of questions regarding: 

• Construction traffic management 

• Protection and maintenance of local roads 



• Access arrangements via St Monica’s Road and Furze Hill 

• Public footpaths 

• Sports club membership numbers 

• Parking provision 

• Highway capacity 

• Healthcare infrastructure 

• Education and policing contributions 

• Impact on local GP surgeries 

City & Country confirmed that a Construction Management Plan would be developed 
and submitted as part of the planning process and that residents would be kept 
informed through newsletters and ongoing communications. 

The Chair thanked Hannah Short and City & Country for attending and for their 
continued engagement with the local community. 

3. Minutes of Previous AGM 

The minutes of the previous AGM had been circulated to members and were available 
via QR code. 

The minutes were approved.  Proposer:  Paul Cox.  Seconded by Valerie Evans. 

4. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts 

Adrienne Light presented the Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the year ending 2025. 

It was noted that 2025 had been a relatively quiet year in terms of community activities, 
with expenditure focused on: 

• Supporting two quiz nights to raise funds for the village Christmas lights 

• Installation of the defibrillator outside the Village Hall 

• Support for CPR training initiatives 

• Contributions towards Surrey Community First Responders 

Adrienne thanked Dave Saunders for his considerable work in reviewing and updating 
membership subscriptions throughout the year. 

The Association remains in a positive financial position. 

The accounts were approved and adopted by members.  Proposer:  Michael Reeve  
Seconded by Paul Cox. 



5. Appointment of Auditor 

Members thanked David Buckley for his continued support as auditor. 

David Buckley was proposed by Des Camblin, seconded by Valerie Evans and 
reappointed as auditor for the forthcoming year. 

6. Election of Officers and Committee 

The Chair confirmed that all current Committee members had agreed to stand for a 
further year. 

The following officers and committee members were re-elected: 

• Caroline Neame – Chair 

• Richard Lewis – Vice Chair 

• Adrienne Light – Treasurer 

• Helen Preest – Secretary 

• Dave Saunders – Membership Secretary 

• Mike Gibson – Roads and Transport 

• Lawrence Teague – Pathways 

• Barry Miles – Federation and Planning 

• Valerie Evans – Planning Team 

• Zaid Sethi – Planning Team 

• David Floyd – Planning Team 

• Diane Ringham – Publicity 

• Chantal Cox – Village Improvements 

• Sapna Dharmi – Events 

 

The Committee was approved unanimously by everyone present. . 

The Chair welcomed Diane Ringham, who has recently taken over responsibility for 
publicity. 

7. Road Representatives 

The Chair highlighted the important role undertaken by Road Representatives across 
Kingswood. 



Residents were reminded that Road Representatives act as local contacts for 
neighbourhood concerns and help maintain communication between residents and the 
KRA. 

Members were encouraged to make use of the Road Representative network and details 
can be found on the Kingswood Village website. 

The Chair thanked all Road Representatives for their continued support and 
contribution to village life. 

8. Canons Farm Update 

The Chair advised members that earlier in the day Reigate & Banstead Borough Council 
had refused the planning application relating to Canons Farm. 

Whilst welcoming the decision, members were reminded that an appeal is expected 
and that the campaign will therefore continue. 

An update was provided on the work undertaken jointly by the Kingswood Residents 
Association and Burgh Heath Residents Association. 

Members were informed that: 

• The land represents high-quality Grade 2 agricultural land 

• It forms an important green gap between Kingswood and Burgh Heath 

• The land continues to be actively farmed 

• The farmer has supported efforts to protect the site from development 

The Chair outlined the wider campaign activities, including: 

• Submission of representations supporting inclusion within the Surrey Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty extension 

• Preparation of a detailed supporting report involving environmental and wildlife 
specialists 

• Launch of a national Government petition seeking protection for Grade 1, 2 and 3 
agricultural land 

The petition aims to secure 100,000 signatures in order to trigger Parliamentary debate. 

Members were encouraged to continue sharing the petition with family, friends and 
wider networks. 

Thanks were expressed to Rebecca Paul MP for her ongoing support and assistance in 
raising the issue nationally. 

9. Local Government Reorganisation Update 



Cllr Simon Parnall provided an update regarding local government reorganisation and 
the creation of East Surrey Council. 

Members were advised that: 

• Existing Borough Councillors remain in post until April 2027 

• Newly elected East Surrey Councillors are currently operating in a shadow capacity 

• East Surrey Council will formally assume responsibility on 1 April 2027 

Cllr Parnall also advised members that he had been elected Chair of the Planning 
Committee for the forthcoming year. 

Cllr George Curry and Cllr Shelley Newton introduced themselves as the newly elected 
East Surrey Councillors representing Kingswood, Tadworth, Walton and Burgh Heath. 

Members received an overview of: 

• The role of the shadow authority 

• Transition arrangements 

• Service continuity plans 

• Budget setting processes 

• Future governance arrangements 

• The potential introduction of Parish Councils 

Members asked questions regarding: 

• Future council budgets 

• Local representation 

• Parish Councils 

• Staffing and restructuring 

• Service delivery 

Councillors confirmed that the intention is for residents to experience continuity of 
service whilst longer-term organisational changes are implemented gradually. 

10. Message from Rebecca Paul MP 

A statement from Rebecca Paul MP was read to the meeting. 

Rebecca apologised for being unable to attend due to Parliamentary commitments. 

Her message: 



• Thanked the KRA Committee for its continued work on behalf of residents 

• Recognised the efforts undertaken to oppose the Canons Farm development 

• Supported the protection of high-quality farmland 

• Congratulated the KRA on its successful community events during the year 

• Highlighted the success of Kingswood Care and other community initiatives 

11. Village Improvements and Community Activities 

Chantal Cox provided an update on village improvements and community activities 
undertaken during the year. 

Members were informed of ongoing volunteer activities including: 

• Monthly village litter picks 

• Maintenance of the station garden 

• Village planting projects 

• Community clean-up events 

Thanks were given to the volunteer teams who continue to support these initiatives 
throughout the year. 

Recent activities included: 

• The Christmas Lights Switch-On Event 

• Santa’s visit to the Village Hall 

• Village tidy-up events 

• Poppy displays supporting the Royal British Legion 

• The Bluebell Walk, which attracted over 40 residents 

Future plans include: 

• Additional community walks 

• Further quiz nights to raise funds for Christmas lights 

• A Christmas wine tasting quiz 

• Informal sessions with local councillors 

• Further collaborative events with the Kingswood Village Community Association 

Residents were encouraged to participate in future activities and volunteering 
opportunities. 



12. Kingswood Village Community Association 

The Chair thanked Bob Gunn for his contribution as former Chair of the Kingswood 
Village Community Association and for helping strengthen the relationship between the 
KVCA and the KRA. 

Congratulations were offered to Dr Sarah Wilson, who has taken over as Chair of the 
KVCA. 

Both organisations will continue working closely together for the benefit of the village. 

13. Membership 

Members were thanked for their continued support of the Association. 

Residents who are not currently members were encouraged to join. 

The Chair reminded attendees that membership remains £10 per year and that all work 
undertaken by the Association is delivered by volunteers. 

14. Any Other Business 

No formal questions had been submitted in advance. 

Members were invited to raise any further matters from the floor. 

15. Closing Remarks 

The Chair thanked: 

• Committee members 

• Volunteers 

• Road Representatives 

• Local councillors 

• Guest speakers 

• Residents 

for their continued support throughout the year. 

Special thanks were given to Caroline Neame for her leadership and commitment to the 
Association. 

Meeting Closed. 

Prepared by: Helen Preest 

Date: 18 June 2026 


